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Abortion Doctor Says He Sets Up Adoptions

WICHITA, Kan. (AP}
— Dr. George Tiller,
whose reputation for
performing late-term
abortions attracts
women to his clinic
from across the Unit-
ed States, says he also
has arranged dozens
of adoptions.

However, Tiller told

The Wichita Eagle, he
provides the service
-only for adoptive cou-
pies who support
‘abortion rights.
- In an interview pub-
lished Wednesday, Til-
Jer said, “These pa-
tients come to us for
care, and if we can't
provide them witn
what they want,
‘which is a termina-
fion of pregnancy,
then we have an obli-
gation as the final re-
source to offer to
solve the problem.”

Tiller, who performs
about 3,000 abkortions
a year, always has
said he performs elec-
tive abortions through
the second trimester,
or about 26 '/, weeks,
into pregnancy.

He said he performs
abortions bevond that
time only in cases of
severe fetal abnormal-
ity. The women who
come to him in the
third trimester with
healthy fetuses are
the ones for whom he
tries to arrange adop-
tions, he said.

Abortion opponents
have maintained Til-

ler performs aborticns
on healthy fetuses up
to the point of birth,
and some were skepti-
cal he arranges adop
tions.

“I think if he did, it
would just be kind of
a plov, because we
know that he does up
to 8 i, -month abor
tions on totally, per
fectly normal babies
for no reason at all"
said Donna Lippeldt,
vice president of the
Heartland Church
Network.,

Tiller's clinic was
targeted by anti-abor-
tion demonstrators in
1981, when Operation
Rescue staged its
“Summer of Mercy"
protests.

In August, Tiller, 52,
was shot and wound
ed in both arms as he
drove away from his
clinic. An Oregon
woman, an anti-abor
tion activist, was
charged with attempt-
ed first-degree mug
der. Tiller's wounds
were minor, and he
returned to work the
next day.

Tiller said he began
the adoption service
in the late 19705, when
he was seeing 200 to
225 patients a week
and performing about
50 early-term abor-

tions each week. He
stupped the service
when too many pa-
tients began seeing
him just to have adop-
tions set up, he said.

In the mid-1980s —
about the time he be-
gan performing late-
term abortions — Til-
ler said he again start-
ed arranging adop-
tions. He estimnated he
has set up 50 to 70
adoptions and 15 now
working on six adop-
tions.

The Eagle said that
by arrangement with
the birth mother, Til-
ler controls who may
adopt the baby. A
Wichita lawyer han-
dles the legal arrange-
ments. Tiller has
strict criteria.

“Number one is you
absolutely, uneguivo-
cally have to be pro-
choice,” he said. “And
the reason for that is

you cannot expect to
benefit by a woman's
problem if you are not
dedicated to the prop-
osition that she can
solve her own prob-
lems; that she is confi-
dent to make those de-
cisions.

“Anti-abortion folks
never get the opportu-
nity to adopt™ through
him, Tiller said.

His second criterion
is, “I've got to know

o, or you've got fo

¢ important to some
of my friends who
have supported our
family and our goals
for a long period of
time,” Tiller said.

Tiller said he makes
little money from the
adoptions.

“This is one of those

fun services," he said.
“¥t heips me pay baci
in kind the people
who have supported
our program.”

The adoptions don't
come cheaply, howev-
er, to some adopting
families.

A California couple
spent 514,00 adopting
a baby girl through
Tiller. The couple had
been trying to have
children for two
years. The woman is a
high school teacher
whose mother works
for Tiller.

The couple paid all
the mother's medical
and living expenses.
They also had fo trav-
el from California to
Wichita.



